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TO\ANSHIP OF THORNAPPLE
Eric Schaeter, SupeMisot / Laura Eouchard, Treasurer / Cindy Ordway, Cle*

Cun Campf€ , Irustee / Ross DeMaagd, Truste lDaid Stanton, Trust@ / Sandra Raidgh, Ttustee

REGULAR MEET|NG
August 11, 2025, 7:00 PM

Meeting Held at Thornapple Township Hall, 200 E Main St., Middleville, Ml 49333

1. TNVOCATTON

2. PLEOGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

OTHERS PRESENT
Commissioner Smelker
Guesls: 8

4. APPROVAL OF PRINTED AGENDA:

5. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA:

Roll Call:
5 present
2 absent with
notice

Schaefer
Bouchard
campbell

Present
Present
Present

Not present
Present
Present
Not Presenl

Moton Stated:

Motion Supported: campbell

Motion Status ApFoved by voice vote. 5 ayes and 0 nays.

Motion stated llotion by Schae{br to approvE the Consem Agenda as presented.

Motion Supported Stanton

Motion Status Approved by roll call vote. 5 ayes and 0 nays

DeMaagd
stanton
Rairigh
Ordway

froton by Rairigh to approve aoGnda as presented.
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Stanton Yes Bouchard
campbell

Yes
Yes

Rairigh
Schaefer

Yes
Yes

6. Communicdion July 28$, 2025 PC Draft Minutes
-received for info rmation.

7. FIRST PUBLIC COMMENT: None

9. RESERVED Tlf,lE: Steve ShutE with Bloomingdale Communications
Steve Shults presented iniormation on an approved proiect to build out broadband (fiber) to Thomapple
Twp residents. He presented a map showing the area that is approved. They have moved foMard with
engineering doing stahng and fleEing. All contracG have been signed and they are ready for USDA to do
environmental and historical preservatbn appro/als. They don't expect any archeological issJes, but
there may be a consideration lor lhe Eastem Mississauga rattlesnake. They will oblain clearance from llp
Gun Lake Tribe. This USDA proiect is 7.5 million dollars. They are hoping to do a tormal bid process and
have it wrapped up to start the proiecl by spring of 2026. Addifonally, they are looking at a BEAo pro,ect

to do additional areas in the tc^,nship and have re-submitted that application. BEAO stands tor
Broadband Everywhere Access Dedoyment - a federal program that yyas part of the infrastucture act.
Michban was allocated 1.6 billion dolhrs to expand broadband throughout Mict$|lan. The State will award
these proiects in approximately 4-6 weeks. Me€tings have been held with the Road Commission, the
Village Manage( the Property and Public Utilities committee, and several people from Public works.
Bloomingdale Communications is a small company and their emphasis is on seMng rural folks and
affordabality. Since 2018 they have invested 48 million dollars in getting rural fiber to homes. They have
been in business since 1905 and will be the provider for the service lo the to,ynship. He expresses his

desire to improve this service in this comflrunity. They will ofie nore inlonnalion to the comrrunity when
conslruclion begins.
They do not need anything from the township but are here to communicate who they are and present their
expected work.

9. Emerycncy Servic8 Report:
a See EMS comminee minutes.

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None

11. NEW BUSINESS:
A. Agenda Requ€st tor Gram Assistance.

Motion Stated Motlon by Rairigh to apprcU€ Vl( Ovil tmoice for S25m for assistance in
preparing the Ml Health grant application.

Motion Supported: Schaefer

Roll Call:

8. COUNTY REPORT
Commi3sioner John Smelker reponed $e follo\,yino:
It has been a slou, month. The Board heard reports on finances, state trial court funding, drain code and
the road cornmission.
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Motion Status Approved by roll call vote: 5 ayes, 0 nays

Discussion: This grant is for the engineering portion of developing the trail areas that we purchased.

Rairigh
Bouchad

Yes
Yes

Campbell
Schaeter

Yes
Yes

Stanton Yes

13. SECONO PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: None

Roll Call:

UI. COMMITTEE REPORTS:
A. Mministraton (Schaefer, Bouchard, Ordway)

. Our Torvnship Clerk plans to resign to work lor another comparry and will continue to work for the
to^,nship to keep operations going unlil she is replaced. The Board is intervierying candidates tor
Township Clerk.

B. Cemetery (Ordway, DeMaa0d, Rairigh)
. No report

C. Middleville DDA Report (Schaeter)
o The music series is going well. Planning is undeNay for Heritage oay, Sept. 13, 2025, to include

a dunk l,ank and rnore.
D. Elections (Ordway, Bouchard, Schaefer)

o There w l be a Norember ebclion br Kenl lSD.

E. Emergency Services (DeMaagd, Schaeler, Rairigh)
o EMT training is complete. Congrats to Eric Schaefefs daughter who has successfully completed

the training.
o A question is raised about additional funding lor training paramedics.

F. Finance (Boucfiard, ordway, RairEh)
o Tax collections are undenYay.

G. Parks and Recreation Representative (Schaefeo
. A special meeting planned with the three entilies - Mllage, School, and Todnship is coming up.

H. Personnel and Compensa[on (Ordway, Campbell, Schaefer)
o Currently doing job inteMervs ,or Torynship Clerk.

l. Property and Public Wities (Stanton, DeMaagd, CampHl)
o They will meet next week to review quotes lor the HVAC sy$em in the ernergency services

building.
J. Roads and Highways (Campbell, DeMaagd, Stanton)

. Mr. Campbell requested a dead deer pick up without success and will call the Road Commission.
Road construction is in full $ring, and it is noted thal detours are tirne consurning.

K. Duncan Lake Seryer (Carnpbe , Stanton, Sraebo
. A Noffi(e Drive residem has asked why he needs to pay for se,lver assessment on tle guarterly

basis since he goes to Florida lor the winter. Mr. Campbell explained that it needs to be paid year
around and the resident was understanding.

14. POLL OF M€ITIBERS:
David Stanton Cfrustee) - no comment.
Sandy Rairigh Cfrustee) - no comment.
Campbell - happy to see the guests present tonight.
Ross DeMaagd Orustee) - rrct present.
Laura Bouchard Oreasurer) - no comment.
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Cindy Ordway (Clerk) - not present.
Eric Schaefer (Superviso0 - Mr. Schaefer shared that a family member of Mr. DeMaagd has an
aggressive brm of canoer and requested prayers for his tamily.

15. ADJOURNMENT TIME: 7:41 P.M.

Motion Stated:

Motion Supported: Bouchard

Motion Status Approwd by voice vote. 5 ayes and 0 nays.

Respecttully submitted,
Diane Dyl(graaf, Recording secretary

frotion by Campbell to adioum at 7:47 P.$-


